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down too short or otherwise than he meant, he may deny it,
and then they cannot proceed against him hut by bill of
information, which is the fairest way ...

It is the most honourable court (our Parliament excepted)
that is in the Christian world, both in respect of the judges of
the court, and of their honourable proceeding according to their
just jurisdiction and the ancient and just orders of the court.
For the judges of the same are (as you have heard) the
grandees of the realm, the Lord Chancellor, the Lord Treasurer,
the Lord President of the King's Council, the Lord Privy Seal,
all the lords spiritual, temporal and others of the King's most
honourable Privy Council, and the principal judges of the
realm, and such other lords of Parliament as the King shall
name . . , And the court cannot sit for hearing of causes under
the number of eight at the least . . . This court, the right
institution and ancient orders thereof being observed, doth keep
all England in quiet.

So this court being holden coram Rege et Ccncilio, it is or
may be compounded of three several councils: that is to" say, (i)
of the lords and others of his Majesty's Privy Council, always
judges without appointment, as before it appeareth. (2) The
judges of either bench and barons of the exchequer are of the
King's Council for matter of law, &c.3 and the two chief justices
or, in their absence, other two justices are standing judges of
this court. (3) The lords of Parliament are properly de Magno
Concilio Regis, but neither these, being not of the King's Privy
Council, nor any of the rest of the judges or barons of the
Exchequer are standing judges of this court.

It is now and of ancient time hath been called the Chamber
of the Stars, the Star-Chamber, the starred chamber, in respect
the roof of the court is garnished with golden stars . , . Lastly,
it remaineth to be seen what jurisdiction this court hath in
punishment, and where and in what cases this court may inflict
punishment by pillory, papers, whipping, loss of ears, tacking
of ears, stigmata in the face, &c. (For it extendeth not to any
offence that concerns the life of man-or obtruncation of any
member, the ears only excepted, and those rarely and in most
heinous and detestable offences) . .. Institutes, Part IV. cap. 5.
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